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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

La Raison et le Progrfcs Moral. — The fact of a practical judgment seems to con- 
stitute the initial impulse to conduct; we acquire the sentiment of rationality which 
reinforces this impulse; the principal function and the raison d'Ure of reason is to 
discover occasions of action for the other tendencies and the methods of assuring their 
success. Intelligence can be the instrument of the satisfaction of any desire, good or 
bad, but the intellectual desire itself is clearly on the side of virtue, because it searches 
for the significance of our acts as they actually are. Though individuals may blind 
themselves, in the long run society conspires with intelligence and will not let us escape 
the facts. The mind predicts the future consequences of our acts, and if the ordinary 
man refuses to recognize the facts, his mind cannot always be debauched to the point 
of not seeing them, because they will be pointed out to him by others who share neither 
his prejudices nor his particular interests which warped his vision. Pride and the 
social motives can be transported to the side of virtue, but the need to know the truth 
is always on that side. Virtue is nothing but the adaptation of life to the facts which 
intelligence discovers. Thus reason, which alone permits social control to define 
its exigencies and to elaborate its own methods for satisfying them, in a way that 
creates a situation in which it is ordinarily recognized as disadvantageous if not 
stubborn to do wrong, becomes also the principal factor in the development of codes 
of conscience and an effective stimulant for individual virtue. — Edward Cary Hayes, 
Revue de L'Institute de Sociologie, July, 1920. V. M. A. 

Psycho-Pathologie Individuelle et Sociale. — Not only has a comparison between 
individual morbid states and collective morbid states been established, but as far 
as possible it has been attempted to give positive explanations, that is, to attach the 
observed facts to laws. The same laws have been invoked for collectivity as for the 
individual, after being assured that there is nothing more in the "collective conscious- 
ness" than the psychic states modified by the solidarity of beings, by intellectual 
interdependence, affective and practical. It has been shown that the reciprocal actions 
between the individual and the collective consciousness, bind up the fate of each, from 
the psychical point of view, with that of all, and that of all with the influence of each. 
It was thus legitimate to study how the great social troubles are causes of individual 
psychic pathology: statistics have indicated the quantitative relationships; but it has 
taken extended development to establish that great social upheavals have an 
acceleralive influence upon the psychoses, which demand a bio-psychic predisposition, 
and which are not really causes but less serious troubles, more or less lasting, attaining 
above all fitness for personal control, for the domination of self, for deliberate and 
voluntary action, for strength of character, for regular development of personality. 
It was not less legitimate to study how individual psychopathies are causes of social 
troubles, or at least of the aggravation of many of the pathological processes. Social 
psycho-pathology thus affirms its rights to take its place among the studies destined 
to enable us to more fully know human nature. It does not forget that man lives 
necessarily in a social milieu which is also natural, that is to say is subject to laws 
as the physical milieu; the social conditions of health and of psychic malady have 
their importance in the same rank as biological conditions; the concrete being is 
bio-psycho-sociological, and whoever neglects to study in the light of factor and 
product, cause and effect, the collective psychical life, puts himself beyond under- 
standing or explaining many of the aspects of normal or morbid life. — G. L. Duprat, 
Revue Internationale de Sociologie, July-August, 1920. V. M. A. 

Mysticism and Art. — Western civilization is many-sided and its problems are 
difficult to handle. Each aspect of life makes a demand often compatible only with 
the oblivion of all the rest. Science often gives the sense of mastery without 
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recognition of the alienation which is its price. One of the most interesting modes 
of the reaction of the mind against itself is that from thinking to the enjoyment of 
beauty in art. It is perhaps so interesting because of the conviction that things of 
beauty differ toto coelo from the process and results of thinking. Thus to many 
severely scientific thinkers music seems to offer refuge from the dispeace of thought. 
Thought is forever inadequate to achieve the perfect comprehension that it desires 
of the world which it sets out to know. Yet there is actually an experience by which 
in some sense this wish is achieved. The point is reached when thought can no 
longer take refuge from its own dissatisfaction with itself by passing outside of itself, 
as, for example, into art. It is now compelled to transform itself while yet maintaining 
itself. This is the experience of mysticism. As opposed to the movement by which 
thought abandons itself and seeks refuge in the emotional and sensuous, mysticism 
is the demand which thought makes upon itself to reconcile its aim with its method.— 
M. Thorburn, The Monist, October, 1920. O. B. Y. 

La Guerre et la Paix d'apres les Previsions des Sociologues. — What verifications 
or what challenges has the European catastrophe brought to bear upon sociology 
as regards the presumed certitude of its assumptions? Sociology has for its object 
the unraveling of the immense chaos of events, of discovering the necessary laws 
of the constitution of human societies, in order to deduce therefrom the science of 
government. The first law which it has formulated is that of progress, but one 
sociological school sees the causes of progress in the development of right, founded 
upon justice and reason, and considers peace to be the principal factor of social 
amelioration; the other regards war as the most precious form of national solidarity 
and discipline, recognizing no other right than the right of force. The essential 
traits of the latter school, propagated in Germany for half a century, have been 
admirably exposed during the recent hostilities, while the pacifist sociology, widespread 
in France, England, Italy and Russia, has not been studied, either in its detail or 
entirety. Saint-Simon and Comte felt that war no longer had a place in Europe, 
probably reflecting the ambient opinion in favor of disarmament at the time. The 
revolution of 1848 exalted to a paroxism the sentiments of international fraternity, 
and at the Congress of Paris in 1849 Victor Hugo announced the creation of the 
United States of Europe. England, in insular isolation, provided with flourishing 
colonies, and enriched by her commerce and industry, offered fertile soil for pacifist 
ideas. Spencer, inspired by Darwin, felt that the industrial type tends to supplant 
the military type and to gradually replace the forced collaboration of earlier ages 
by voluntary co-operation in the exploitation of nature. The war of 1870 awoke 
France to rude reality, but thirty years later a new generation arose, forgetful of 
the past, and the proselytism of pacifism in France, Italy, England, and Russia 
became more intense as the war clouds gathered. Ferrero believed that the industrial 
civilization had created new conditions of peace, that the predominance of nations 
loving justice and right was assured, and was struck with astonishment by the 
European war. The science of economics has erred in thinking that sentiments and 
ideas follow economic facts like their shadows. The national sentiment, overlooked 
by pacifists in sociology and economics, has rebelled against foreign domination all 
over the world, and being satisfied seemingly in the unification of Germany, it was 
changed under the domination of Prussia into invading militarism. The war registered 
the fallacy of pacifist sociology which had concluded that war was impossible among 
the great European states. Such a profound error in the assumptions of sociologists 
puts us on guard against those that we may make in the future. The crowds of 
laborers striving for social democracy do not signal the triumph of reason in the 
conduct of society. The irrational is still dominant in history. Science lays aside 
the search for final causes which relate to metaphysics, but sociology, whether inclined 
toward materialism or idealism, has always been finalistic. Its assumptions have 
been dictated by feeling, long before the field of the social sciences was classified 
and delimited. To pretend to the character of science, remarks Durkheim, sociology 
must enter the era of specialism. Even then prediction far into the future will be 
denied it. The course of history reveals itself to us as an evolution at once destructive 
and creative, which means that it is not predictable. We must limit ourselves, for 
the present, to an attempt to sense tendencies. — Jean Bourdeau, Revue Politique et 
Parlementaire, July, 1920. V. M. A. 
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The Motives of the Soldier. — This article is an attempt based upon the author's 
experience in the British army to estimate the part played by each factor in the 
complex of motives which actuated the soldier. Specifically, the questions are: What 
made men join up? What sustained them during the long war? What is the effect 
of the war upon the soldier? The motives for enlisting were (i) submoral impulses 
— the love of fighting, the element of romance, the hatred of the enemy and mass 
excitement; (2) moral motives, the cases in which action depended upon some "ought" 
or other. This class includes both those who believed in the lightness of the war 
and many who did not; (3) compulsion by some external agency. Social compulsion 
was just as much a force as was conscription and during the second year of the war 
reached an extraordinary intensity. At close quarters war imposes such a strain 
upon human nature that the motives that animate the recruit are not always sufficient 
to sustain him throughout the course of the war. The army cares very little for the 
motives which make men join up. It relies upon its power to make men over again 
by its own process-discipline. The personality of the army soon becomes more real 
to the soldier than his own soul. The whole army discipline is for the purpose of 
merging the individual into the mass. Discipline is a very different thing from leader- 
ship. Leadership acknowledges the individual's will and seeks to enlist its co-opera- 
tion. Discipline makes no such acknowledgment. The negative side of discipline 
is fear. The positive element is esprit de corps. In a long-drawn-out war, belief in 
the cause will sustain a soldier when other motives fail. The business of war is to 
kill and for this reason hatred of the enemy is deliberately inculcated. Warfare is 
brutalizing, it reduces the soldier to the primitive. The benefits of army life, if any, 
are only incidental. — T. H. Procter, The International Journal of Ethics, October, 1920. 

O. B. Y. 
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